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Native Shrubs of 
South Dakota 
by 
LARRY HELWIG 
Extension Forester 
How to Use This Publication 
to 
Identify Shrubs of South Dakota 
This publication is intended to acquaint you with common native 
shrubs growing abundantly or those that have gone native, such as those 
found along fences or wooded areas. When a plant reproduces itself 
abundantly in numerous situations without the aid of man, it is considered 
to have "gone native." 
Not all shrubs growing in South Dakota are included here. Varieties 
often used in landscaping, or those not commonly found, are not listed. 
When attempting to identify an unknown plant, first determine if it is 
a shrub or a tree. A shrub usually develops many stems from its base where-
as a tree is usually single-stemmed. If it is a tree, to identify it obtain the 
publication Trees of South Dakota Extension Circular No. 566, Coopera-
tive Extension Service, South Dakota State University, cost 50 cents. 
To begin, use a mature, typical leaf or leaflet from the shrub. Then 
match it according to groups on pages 6-7, the "Master Pages." Once you've 
determined its proper "stall," note the page numbers that show that kind of 
leaf and turn to that section. Next use the leaf, twigs, buds and fruit to 
make your selection most positive. If your plant specimen doesn't "fit," go 
back to the Master Pages and start over. If it cannot be found in this publi-
cation it may be an immature tree, not native to the state, one not found 
very often, 6r a cultivated variety often used in landscaping. Your county 
Extension agent might help you. 
What Is a Shrub? 
Shrubs are usually woody plants. A woody plant is one that has a 
persistent stem above · ground that does not wither or die back after the 
first intense frost. ( Yucca is vegetative, but it still does not freeze back). 
The mature size of the plant will determine if a woody plant is a tree or 
or shrub. Here we will define a shrub as a plant not reaching a height of 20 
feet when it is fully grown under natural conditions. It should have more 
than one well defined stem and no definite crown. ( If it has only one well 
defined stem-trunk-look in Trees of South Dakota for a possible identifi-
cation). Examples of border-line· cases are Russian-olive and hawthorns. 
Young trees may sometimes be mistaken for a shrub, so be thorough in 
your identification. 
HR TON M. BRIGGS LIBRARY 
Soufh Dakota State Uni'f@rsfty 
Brookings, SD 57007-1098 
Serrate: Toothed on the edge like a saw. 
Simple leaf: One leaf originating from a bud. The opposite of 
compound. 
Stipules: Small, leaf-like organs appearing in pairs on either side 
of the leaves at the base of the petiole. 
Terete: Cylindrical; circular in cross-section. 
Umbel: Where flowers or fruit radiate from a single point, as the 
spokes of an umbrella. The dill plant is an example. 
Villous: With long silky straight hair. 
one leaf after bud 
simple leaf 
alternate branching opposite branching 
than one leaf after bud 
compound leaf 
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Master Pages 
1st-Select the Most Typical Leaf or Leaflet from the Plant. 
2nd-Match It to the Suggest.ed Shape on This or the Facing Page. 
3rd-Turn to the Listed Pages for Comparison in This Book. ' 
I. Plant with long and/or narrow leaves or leaflets: 
Evergreen ( pages 9 through 15) 
Alternate attachment to stem ( pages 17 through 29) 
Opposite attachment to stem ( pages 31 through 33) 
II. Plant with irregular margin on leaf or leaflet: 
( pages 35 through 53) 
Space is provided throughout this 
publication for you to make notes 
while identifying shrubs. 
Ill. Plants with round or egg-shaped 
leaf or leaflets: 
( pages 55 through 59) 
IV. Plants with heart-shaped leaf o,r leaflet: 
( pages 61 through 63) 
V. Plants with oblong leaf or leaflet: 
Alternate attachment to stem 
(pages 65 through 85) 
Opposite attachment to stem 
( pages 87 through 97) 
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8 
Bearberry 
( Arctostaphylos uva-ursi (L.) Spreng.) 
General Description: A low creeping shrub ( prostrate or trailing) 
3 to 12 inches high. Grows on forest floor. 
Leaf: Evergreen, simple, alternate, leathery,½ to 1 inch long, mar-
gin entire. 
Twigs: Slender, flexible, gray pubescent outer bark, smooth red-
dish-brown beneath. 
Buds: Alternate, yellowish green. 
Fruit: Persistent, red, berry-like with 5 nutlets sometimes fused 
together. 
Flower: In few flowered racemes. White to pink. 
Note: One of South Dakota's broadleaf evergreens. Abundant 
in the Black Hills. A major food item for deer and elk. Berries 
eaten by birds. 
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10 
Common Juniper 
(Juniperus communis var. depressa Pursh) 
General Description: Low or prostrate spreading evergreen shrub 
2-3 feet high forming knots or clumps 10-15 feet in diameter. 
Leaf: In groups of three (whorled), awl-shaped 34 to 3~ of an inch 
long, stiff and very sharp pointed. 
Twigs: Slender, 3~angled, light yellow, hairless. 
Bark: Gray or dark reddish brown, rough, scaly and thin. 
Fruit: Cones on short scaly stalks, berrylike, round 3i to~~ of an inch 
in diameter, blue and covered with a bloom, hard, mealy, resinous 
and sweetish,, maturing in 2 or 3 years and persistent. Seeds light 
brown, three or fewer. 
Flowers: Yellowish and inconspicuous. 
Note: Landscape cultivars include: Prostrate, Irish and Golden 
Prostrate which are selections of Common Juniper. 
11 
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12 
Ground or Creeping Juniper 
(Juniperus horizontalis Moench) 
General Description: Prostrate or trailing evergreen shrub with 
long horizontal stems often rooting when in contact with the 
ground. It sends up short erect twigs 2 to 6 inches high along the 
ground running stems. 
Leaf: Paired in 4 rows, mostly scale-like 1/16 of an inch long, blunt 
and short pointed, blue green, shedding with twigs, on young 
plants and leaders awl-shaped, sharp-pointed. 
Twigs: Slender, 4-angled, covered with scale leaves. 
Fruit: Cones are berrylike, round Jf to 5/ 16 of an inch in diameter, 
light blue and covered with bloom, fleshy, and resinous. Seeds 
brown, four or fewer. 
Flowers: Yellowish and inconspicuous. 
NOTE: The landscape cul ti vars include: Bar Harbor, Blue Rug, 
Waukegan and Andorra, selections of Creeping Juniper. 
13 
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Yu,cca or Soapweed 
(Yucca glauca Nutt.) 
General Description: Low to medium shrub, armed, evergreen; 
leaves arise from a woody crown forming a clump. 
Leaf: Long-narrow ~nd grasslike tapered to a sharp point. Margins 
fibrous. 
Flowers: Borne on a 1-3 foot central woody stalk. Yellow-white in 
color. 
Fruit: 3-chambered capsule, persistent. 
NOTE: Homeowners have begun to use this plant in landscape 
plans. When planting, choose or create a droughty situation such 
as using clay soils in the planting hole. Plant on top of mounds and 
let rains take care of moisture needs. 
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16 
False-Indigo 
( Amorpha fruticosa L. ) 
General Description: Can be mistaken for willow in the winter-
time. Vigorous plants can grow from 6 to 12 feet high. 
Leaf: Pinnate, grayish, leaflets with entire margins, the lower sets 
are attached more than 3/ 10 of an inch from the stem. 
Twigs: Smooth, but sometimes pubescent, bark ridged. 
Buds: Alternate, pointed, two at a node. 
Fruit: A 2-seeded pod, rather curved, glabrous, but with resin dots 
Flower: Spikes, purple. 
NOTE: Sometimes offered for ornamental purposes, but its value 
is doubtful. Usually found along streams. 
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Sagebrush spp. 
( Artemisia spp. L. ) 
General Description: Ranges in height from 6 to 36 inches. A fac-
tor aiding positive identification is that these plants have the char-
acteristic sage odor and taste ( pungent and bitter). Usually with 
gray to silvery foliage. 
Leaf: Long and narrow and/or 3-toothed at apex, silvery in color, 
margins entire. Can be evergreen or d~ciduous ( depends upon 
species). 
Twigs: Usually have dense gray-white pubescence. Some are tan. 
Fruit: Small achene. Dried inflorescence persistent. 
Buds: Alternate, some without true winter buds. 
Flowers: Usually in small compact heads and yellowish in color. 
NOTE: Some species used as wildlife food and/or cover. The pres-
ence of an abundance of sage usually means some abuse of the 
land. A plant that is able to withstand droughty conditions. Fringe 
sage can be used in rock gardens. 
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Western Sand Cherry 
(Prunus besseyi Bailey) 
General Description: A low 3 to 5-foot shrub. Short lived with 
sparse to medium foliage. Vigor declines before it reaches the age 
of 5 years. 
Leaf: Deciduous, grayish-green, about 3 inches long and 1 inch 
wide, margins entire to blunt toothed. 
Twigs: Smooth, red-brown, slender, not angled at nodes. 
Fruit: A persistent drupe, less acrid than most prunus. 
Buds: Small, alternate, several scaled, brown rounded, often 2 or 
3 at a node. 
Flowers: Showy white. 
NOTE: Used in shelterbelts and wildlife plantings. Decreases in 
vigor with age. The fruit is edible, makes excellent jelly, birds and 
even coyotes seek it. 
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22 
Smooth Sumac 
(Rhus glabra L. ) 
General Description: A leggy medium shrub or very small tree. 
Appreciated most in the fall for the bright red foliage. Usually 
found in thickets. 
Leaf: A large pinnate compound leaf. Leaflets have a well defined 
toothed margin. 
Twigs: A smooth covering when compared with the Staghorn 
Sumac. Varying color from bluish to brown. 
Buds: Alternate, light-colored, woolly, covered by base of petiole. 
Fruit: Small, rounded red-orange drupes in conical clusters at tips 
of twigs and sticky pubescent. 
Flowers: Inconspicuous greenish in dense panicles. 
NOTE: Root suckering makes its use limited. The red fall foliage 
gives it limited popularity. 
Background grid represents l inch between solid lines. 
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Staghorn Sumac 
(Rhus typhina L. ) 
General Description: A species very similar to Smooth Sumac, 
found more readily in eastern South Dakota. 
Leaf: Large compound leaf. Leaflet more tapering than Smooth 
Sumac, petiole and twigs densely hairy. 
Twigs: The velvety-haired appearance when devoid of its leaves 
contributes to its name "Staghorn." 
Buds: More conspicuous than Smooth Sumac. Alternate. Covered 
by petiole base. 
Fruit: Similar to Smooth Sumac, more fuzzy and a tighter conical 
cluster. 
Flowers: Inconspicuous. Greenish in dense hairy panicles. 
NOTE: Same characteristics as Smooth Sumac, except that char-
acter provided by the velvety branches. 
Background grid represents l inch between solid lines. 
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Willow spp. 
(Salix spp. L.) 
General Description: Can be shrubby, tree-like, or almost creep-
ing. Variety of growth forms. Grows where moisture is abundant. 
Leaf: Finely toothed to almost entire. Narrow with different varia-
tions of green. 
Twig: Round, smooth, glaucous, hairy. Coloration can be gray, 
green, blue, yellow or red. Terminal end of twig frequently falls 
off early in season. 
Buds: Alternate, often beaked or "duck-billed," bud scale 1. No 
true terminal bud. 
Fruit: A small capsule which splits at maturity ( usually in ·late 
spring) to discharge silky-haired seeds capable of being carried 
long distances by the wind. 
Flowers: Yellowish to greenish. 
NOTE: Willows play an important role in wildlife production 
and soil erosion control. Winter buds furnish food for birds and 
browse for domestic and wild animals. 
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Bebb Willow 
(Salix bebbiana Sarg.) 
General Description: As with all willows it grows in the more 
moist areas. However, the variety perrostrata will grow on drier 
sites. Does not form clumps. 
Leaf: Simple, alternate, wavy margin, dull green above, grayish 
and roughly net veined below. 
Twig: Slender, branching at wide angles, bark smooth becoming 
furrowed, yellowish to brown. 
Buds: Reddish-brown, grow close to stem. 
Fruit: Catkins on short leaf stalks. Seed capsules, long and very 
slender. 
Flowers: Catkins on short stalks, yellowish with red tips. 
NOTE: Important producer of "diamond wi1low." The depression 
or "diamonds," are caused by one or more fungi which attack 
willow at junction of a branch and main stem. It occurs most often 
on poor growing sites. 
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Silver buffaloberry 
(Shepherdia argentea Nutt.) 
General Description: Medium to tall, much branched shrub. 
Branches stiff and divergent. Will grow in thickets. Silvery in ap-
pearance. 
Leaf: Opposite, slightly silvery on both sides. Margins entire. 
Twigs: Covered with numerous peltate scales, spiny, silvery to 
light tan. 
Buds: Opposite, naked and resembling twig in color. 
Fruit: An ovoid scarlet or orange-colored fleshy fruit, acid and 
edible; fairly persistent. 
Flowers: Small, male and female on different plants, yellow to 
brownish. 
NOTE: Has a suckering habit. Forms excellent cover for small 
game. Fruit makes excellent additive for jellies. Don't confuse with 
Russian-olive which bears its leaves alternately. 
' ~ ~ 
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32 
Russet Buffaloberry 
(Shepherdia canadensis ( L.) (Nutt.) 
General Description: Grows in the shade of the Black Hills forest. 
Medium sized 2-4 feet tall. Not heavily leaved. 
Leaf: Simple and entire, opposite. Brown spots on the underside. 
Twig: Scurfy, russet or copper colored, thornless. Covered with 
numerous peltate scales. 
Buds: Naked, opposite, russet colored like branches; stalked and 
almost vertical; clusters of flower buds often present. 
Fruit: Orange to red, oval, berry-like, very juicy and tart. 
Flowers: Small, early, male and female on different plants, 
yellowish or brownish. 
NOTE: The scurfy appearance of the shrub caused by the brown 
spots sets it off from other plants. The under side of the leaf has 
numerous brown spots that makes identification easier. 
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Red Baneberry 
( Actaea rubra ( Ait.) Willd) 
General Description: Found in heavy shade of wooded areas. Has 
striking cherry red fruit. 
Leaf: Large compound, leaves usually in threes. Leaflets are sharp-
ly cleft. 
Twig: Slender, mostly vegetative and limber. 
Fruit: Berry, striking red. 
Flowers: Thick terminal raceme, white. 
NOTE: A delicate plant growing in heavy shade. The red fruit is 
said to be slightly poisonous and disagreeable to the taste. 
35 
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River Bir,ch or Water Birch 
(Betula f ontinalis Sarg. ) 
General Description: A large shrub or small tree, usually with 
several slender and freely branched stems. Found in moist sites. 
Important shade and cover plant on trout streams. Found mainly 
in the Black Hills. 
Leaf: Simple, usually doubly serrate. 
Twig: Dark reddish brown, or gray with large prominent glandu-
lar excretions, angled at the nodes, spur shoots often present. 
Buds: Alternate, brown, several scaled, waxy and pointed. 
Fruit: A cylindrical catkin about 1 inch long breaking up after 
maturity, but stalks persist. 
Flowers: Male flower a catkin, light brown scales. Female flower 
in clusters, greenish. 
NOTE: The rough glandular excretions are quite evident and 
make the plant easily identifiable. 
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True Mountain-Mahogany 
(Cercocarpus montanus Raf.) 
General Description: A 4 to 7-foot shrub growing in the Black 
Hills. Not heavily leaved. 
Leaf: Alternate, rounded toward the tip. Coarsely serrate. Gray 
green on top and grayish on the bottom. 
Twig: Heavy, hairy, medium-brown; spur shoots usually present. 
Buds: Alternate, several scaled, fuzzy at tip, red-brown. 
Fruit: An achene with a long villous tail. 
Flowers: Calyx tube white, villous. No petals. 
NOTE: Important browse plant in its limited range in South 
Dakota. 
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Woodbine or Virginia Creeper 
(Parthenocissus inserta (Kern.) R. Fritsch) 
General Description: A vine found mostly in wooded areas. In 
some areas it can become quite extensive with large sized canes. 
Leaf: Compound, palmate with 5 leaflets. Leaflets sharp pointed 
and serrate. 
Canes: Slender to medium, very flexible, light t~n, smooth with 
twining tendrils. 
Buds: Alternate, 2-4 scaled, light brown, short, conical. 
Fruit: Small grapelike blue berries in clusters. Very sour. 
Flowers: Inconspicuous greenish, in clusters. 
NOTE: The vine-like habit and palmately compound leaf makes 
this plant quite identifiable. The red autumn color is attractive. 
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Common Ninebark 
(Physocarpus apulifolius ( L. ) Maxim.) 
General Description: Size depends upon growing conditions. 
From 6 to 8 feet in height. Found throughout the Black Hills. 
Leaves: Alternate, round ovate, 3-5 lobed, margins serrated. 
Twig: Terete but 5-lined from the nodes, moderately slender, 
somewhat zig-zag, smooth, light brown. Older bark shedding in 
several layers. 
Buds: Alternate, rather small, oblong or ovoid with about five rath-
er loose brown scales. Scales persistent. 
Fruit: Persistent when ripe, clustered, small follicles. 
Flowers: White, nearly ~~ of an inch across. 
NOTE: The shreddy bark and the lobed leaves make this shrub 
readily identifiable. 
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Currant 
(Ribes spp. L. ) 
General Description: A moderate to thickly branched shrub. Can 
be confused with gooseberry. Gooseberry usually has spines and 
prickles on the stems. Currant branches are usually unarmed. 
Leaf: Alternate and deeply lobed. 
Twigs: Mostly without spines or prickles. ( One species has paired 
prickles at node) . 
Buds: Medium sized with loose scales. 
Fruit: An edible berry. 
Flower: On racemes in varied colors. Purple, white and pink. 
NOTE: Wildlife food with some landscape value. 
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Gooseberry 
(Ribes spp. L.) 
General Description: Moderate to thickly branched shrub, 2 to 5 
feet high. Can generally be distinguished from currant by the large 
spines and prickles. Cun-ant is usually unarmed. 
Leaf: Deeply lobed, alternate. 
Twigs: Usually armed with spines or prickles. 
Buds: Medium with loose scales. 
Fruit: An edible berry. 
Flowers: In varied colors, white, pink or purple. 
NOTE: Can be confused with currant but generally gooseberry 
will have armed stems. Gooseberries bear fruit in smaller clusters 
of about three to a cluster while currants will have fruit in larger 
clusters four or more borne on a central stem. Sometimes grown 
for its fruit. 
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Ill-scented or Skunkbrush Sumac 
(Rhus t1'ilobata Nutt. ) 
General Description: Much branched, spreading shrub 2 to 5 feet 
high. Foliage has a characteristic odor, offensive to some people. 
Leaf: Strongly lobed, alternate. 
Twigs: Pubescent, slender, light brown. 
Buds: Alternate. Small, hidden under a persistent petiole base. 
Fruit: A small berry-like drupe, globose to ovoid, orange to red, 
viscid-pubescent. 
Flowers: Small compact yellowish flowers. 
NOTE: Not heavily used by wildlife. Grows on hillsides. Could be 
used as hedge material. 
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European Highbush Cranberry 
(Viburnum opulus L.) 
General Description: A semi-large shrub, 3 to 9 feet tall, believed 
to have escaped cultivation, found along streams and gulch bot-
toms. 
Leaf: Opposite, broad with 3 lobes, coarse teeth with sharp points. 
Can have leaves without lobes. 
Twigs: Glabrous, nearly erect with whitish to tan pith. 
Buds: Solitary, green or red, glabrous, single scale. 
Fruit: Cluster of persistent drupes, fruit bright red with a single 
large flattened seed; very acid. 
Flowers: Cyme on a stalk. White. May to June. 
NOTE: The bright red fruit and lobed leaves help in identifica-
tion. Fruit is eaten by birds, but shrub is not important as a browse. 
Aphids are a problem when it is used as an ornamental. 
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Riverbank Grape 
(V itis riparia Michx. ) 
General Description: A woody vine with sharply lobed leaves, 
found growing wild in tree groves along water drainages. It will 
grow to nearly the height of the tree. 
Leaf: Lobed with serrated margins. As broad as it is long. 
Branches: Long, slender with tendrils. Bark is smooth, light brown 
or tan. 
Buds: Alternate, short and blunt. 
Fruit: Clusters of berries, typical of grapes. 
Flowers: In panicles opposite the leaf, fragrant, whitish, not 
showy. 
NOTE: The vine-like appearance and lobed leaf make this 
plant easily identifiable. 
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Service berry, J uneberry 
( Amelanchier spp. Med.) 
General Description: Medium sized shrubs found in favorable 
moisture areas. Can grow up to 10 feet tall. In the Black Hills it is 
heavily browsed, keeping the plant 2 to 3 feet tall. 
Leaf: Simple, usually serrated toward the tip. Roundish; slender 
petioles. 
Twigs: Red, reddish brown to purplish. Spur shoots usually pres-
ent. Has odor and taste of bitter almond. 
Buds: Alternate, long, sharp-pointed, dark red brown to bla,_ckish. 
Frequently, partially open in fall and winter. Scale borders with 
short white hairs. 
Fruit: Dark blue berry, pome-like, containing many seeds. Pala-
table to humans and birds. Juicy and sweet. 
Flowers: White in terminal racemes. 
NOTE: Has acceptable ornamental value. May not have adequate 
drought resistance to be widely used as a shelterbelt shrub. 
Background grid represents l inch between solid lines. 
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Siberian Pea-shrub or Caragana 
(Caragana arborescens Lam.) 
General Description: Under favorable conditions may reach a 
height of 12 feet; leggy, upright, sometimes treelike. 
Leaf: Compound, margins on leaflets smooth, bright green early 
in the season. 
Twigs: Slender, yellowish green, with weak stipular spines. 
Buds: Alternate, small, light colored, pointed with sharp, stipular 
spines on each side. 
Flowers: Bright yellow, I to 4 fascicles. 
Fruit: A pod (legume) with several seeds. During hot weather 
they will open with a cracking sound. 
NOTE: A rapid grower found very useful on the plains because 
of its drought resistance. It is subject to early defoliation by grass-
hoppers and blister beetles or when weather becomes hot and dry. 
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Hawthorn 
(Crataegus spp. L.) 
General Description: Can be a small tree or large shrub. Possesses 
rather attractive foliage, showy flowers and fruit. 
Leaf: Simple with margins indented and toothed. Teeth more 
pronounced at tip. 
Twigs: Smooth reddish brown to grayish, rigid with long shiny 
reddish thorns. 
Buds: Alternate, short, plump, rounded, shiny, red except for gray 
scale margins. 
Fruit: A small red pome ripening in fall and persisting in winter. 
Flowers: White in corymbs. Showy. 
NOTE: Supposedly birds are attracted to this woody plant for its 
food and protection it affords against predators by the barrier of 
sharp thorns. 
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Tatarian Honeysuckle 
(Lonicera tatarica L.) 
General Description: A shrub growing as tall as lilac but not quite 
so tree-like, bark exfoliates. 
Leaf: Opposite, smooth margin, narrow to ovate and heart-
shaped. 
Twigs: Smooth, slender, tan-colored with hollow pith. 
Buds: Opposite, small, tan, pointing out from twig. 
Fruit: Red or orange berry in pairs, appear united. 
Flowers: In pairs, white to whitish pink. 
NOTE: Has been a good shrub for South Dakota's windbreak 
plantings. Fruit appearance inviting, but of very low palatability. 
61 
Background grid represents l inch between solid lines. 
62 
Common Lilac 
(Syringa vulgaris L.) 
General Description: A tree-like shrub forming clump-like growth, 
up to 20 feet tall. 
Leaf: Opposite, simple, smooth-margined, heart shaped. 
Twigs: Stout reddish brown on young growth to grayish on older 
part of stems. 
Buds: Large, stubby, pointed, divergent from the twig. Usually 
two terminal buds. 
Fruit: Small, woody capsule liberating two or more seeds in the 
fall. 
Flower: Very fragrant, lilac or lavender in color in panicles. 
NOTE: A widely planted shrub. The fragrant flowers are wel-
comed by spring season lovers. The roots sucker making it undesir-
able in some areas. It is a very effective snow-stopper. 
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Lead plant 
( Amorpha canescens Nutt.) 
General Description: A shrub 1 to 3 feet tall, usually growing on 
draughty soils. 
Leaf: Gray colored, pinnate, leaflets with entire margin. 
Twigs: Very hairy with 8 longitudinal ridges. 
Buds: Alternate, small rounded and hairy. 
Fruit: A 1 or 2 seeded villous canes cent pod. 
Flowers: Blue in dense clustered spikes. 
NOTE: Suspected as being poisonous, but still considered an im-
portant winter food for cottontails. 
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American Bittersweet or Waxwork 
(Celastrus scandens L.) 
General Description: It is a vine without tendrils. Where support 
for climbing is not available it will appear like a short single-
stemmed shrub. It will twine around itself for support. 
Leaf: Alternate, ovate with blunt serrated margin. 
Twigs: Smooth, light gray to brown spur shoots present. 
Buds: Alternate, several scaled, tan, blunt cone-shaped, at right 
angle to twigs. 
Fruit: During summer a bright orange globular looking "berry." 
Later a dehiscent capsule. 
Flowers: In panicle. Greenish or whitish. 
NOTE: Grows along waterways or moist places. Palatable to deer 
and birds. The yellow orange "berries" attract attention. 
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Beaked Hazel 
(Corylus cornuta March.) 
General Description: Low to medium-sized shrub 2 to 10 feet tall. 
Thicket producing. Can be confused with the less frequent Ameri-
can Hazel. Fruit differs. 
Leaf: Simple, doubly serrate, sometimes with shallow lobes. 
Twigs: Winter twigs slightly hairy ( American Hazel is densely 
hairy). Light brown, regularly checkered. 
Buds: Alternate dark brown except light colored tip, small. 
Fruit: A nut with an involucere that is beaked. The American 
Hazel is not beaked. 
Flowers: Inconspicuous. 
NOTE: The Beaked Hazelnut is edible, but not as tasty as Ameri-
can Hazel. Fruits are eaten by wildlife. 
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Silver berry 
(Elaeagnus commutata Barnh.) 
General Description: Much branched unarmed shrub found on a 
variety of sites. Grows in thickets of intense silvery appearance. 
Leaf: Simple, alternate, undulating, densely silvery-scurfy on both 
sides, entire margins. 
Twigs: Young twigs brownish or silvery with scurfy scales, becom-
ing silvery. 
Buds: Alternate, silvery gray, naked-without true winter scales. 
Fruit: Drupe-like with an 8-striate, football-shaped stone tapered 
at ends. Mealy, but edible. 
Flowers: 1-3 at base of leaves, very fragrant, silvery with yellowish 
inside tube. 
NOTE: Has stolons so its use an ornamental is limited. Can be 
confused with Buffaloberry or Russian-olive because of the gray 
foliage. A good plant for gully erosion control. 
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Potentilla or Shrubby Cinquefoil 
(P otentilla f ruticosa L. ) 
General Description: }~ to 4 feet tall. Branches freely, making it 
look shrubby. 
Leaf: Deciduous, fan-shaped and pubescent. 
Twigs: Slender, reddish, white-hairy, with exfoliating bark. 
Buds: Alternate, hidden beneath persistent sheathing stipules. 
Fruit: Persistent dried capsules. Dried inflorescence often persists. 
Flowers: Borne singly at leaf bases or in small terminal clusters. 
Yellow. 
NOTE: Has been used as a landscape plant because of season-long 
yellow flower. There are several horticultural varieties of potentil-
la, which are very popular in landscaping schemes. The cultivar 
"Gold Drop" has been used extensively. 
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American Plum 
(Prunus americana Marsh) 
General Description: A small tree or large shrub that will grow in 
clumps. 
\ 
Leaf: Simple, sharply double serrate with prominent veins. 
Twigs: Slender, rigid, reddish-brown, often spiny, spur shoots 
usually present. Bitter almond taste. 
Buds: Alternate, small, reddish brown, frequently two and some-
times three buds at a node. 
Fruit: A drupe, oval, yellow to orange or red; palatability varies. 
Seed flattened. 
Flowers: White and very fragarant. 
NOTE: Thickets form good game cover. Fruit is good for jelly, 
jam, and preserves. Has been a good shrub for South Dakota. Ex-
cellent snow stopper. 
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Common Chokecherry 
(Prunus virginiana L. ) 
General Description: Found throughout the state along streams, 
ravines, fencelines or wooded areas. In certain situations, it will 
grow tree-like, but quite often it will grow in clumps. Can be con-
fused with the less common Pin Cherry. Note how the fruit is 
borne. 
Leaf: Simple, finely and sharply serrated with prominent glands 
on the petiole. 
Twigs: Smooth, shiny, reddish brown, slender to stout. When bark 
is peeled back it has typical astringent odor. 
Buds: Alternate, quite large, pointed, scale margins light colored 
and of papery texture. 
Fruit: Drupe, yellow, red or purple, appearing like miniature 
grapes on a raceme. 
Flowers: White in dense racemes. 
NOTE: Fruit makes excellent jelly or wine. Has several natural 
enemies, including Virus X disease. Because of Virus X disease it 
should not be planted within 500 feet of other stone fruits. Highly 
favored food of wildlife and birds. 
77 
Background grid represents l inch between solid lines. 
78 
Common Buckthorn 
(Rhamnus cathartica L.) 
General Description: A large shrub ( 12 feet high) found com-
monly growing voluntarily in shelterbelts, fence rows or other 
areas where birds tend to perch. 
Leaf: Alternate, finely serrate, prominent veination. 
Twig: Smooth, red-brown to gray-brown, often tipped with a 
spine. 
Buds: Alternate to nearly opposite. 
Fruit: Berry-like and purple-black. Appear appetizing, but fruit is 
quite laxative, hence the name cathartica. 
NOTE: The strong veins on the leaf and the spine on the twigs 
readily identify this shrub. It is the alternate host for crown rust of 
oats. Birds are responsible for its wide distribution. 
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Poison-Ivy 
(Rhus radicans L.) 
General Description: Usually less than 2 feet tall and single-
stemmed. Found in wooded, brushy or favored spots on the prairie. 
Suberect or vine-like. 
Leaf: Compound, always in threes, margins irregularly toothed or 
can be entire. Different shades of green. 
Twigs: Smooth, light tan or cream colored. Aerial rootlets present 
on vine-like forms. 
Buds: Alternate, short stalked, pointed, hairy. 
Fruit: Berry-like, globular, striate, white or cream colored, note 
arrow on photograph on facing page. 
Flowers: On panicles greenish white. 
NOTE: Beware! Do not handle this plant. It can produce severe 
dermatitis and send extra sensitive people to the hospital. It is in-
cluded here to enable more immediate and definite identification of 
this poisonous plant. 
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Rose spp. 
(Rosa, spp. L.) 
General Description: Will vary from the small prairie rose to the 
large shrub form of the meadow rose. Moderately branched shrub, 
1 to 4 feet tall. 
Leaf: Compound, strong serrations, round to pointed apex. 
Twigs: Medium sized, dark red to purplish, often glaucous; 
straight or recurved light tan prickles. 
Buds: Alternate, small, several scaled, about same color as twig. 
Fruit: Red, pome-like, persistent. 
Flowers: Few or single, large, showy, fragrant and commonly 
pink. 
NOTE: Important as browse in summertime. Fruit used by birds 
and animals. The reddish spiny twigs almost immediately indicate 
the plant is a rose. 
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Red Raspberry 
(Rubus idaeus ( L. ) var. strigosus Michx. ) 
General Description: A low I to 3-foot shrub with biennial cane-
like stems. Grows in patches. 
Leaf: Compound, strong serrations, pointed, strong veination, 3-5 
leaflets. 
Twigs: (Canes) stout, the epidermis smooth except for numerous 
prickles, red brown to purplish, short-lived and soft-wooded. 
Buds: Alternate, medium-sized, several scaled, the scales loose at 
tips. 
Fruit: Typical raspberry, edible. A white stalk is left after fruit has 
been removed. Not so of Thimbleberry. 
Flowers: Small, white, in short racemes. 
NOTE: Found where the soil has been disturbed-road banks, 
mine deposits-or where moisture is more abundant. Can be con-
fused with thimbleberry. Note how fruit separates from stalk. 
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Wild Sarsaparilla 
( Aralia nudicaulis L. ) 
General Description: Grows in shade in the forest of the Black 
Hills. Stem scarcely rising out of the ground. Bears a single long 
stalked leaf. 
Leaf: Compound, leaflets oblong-ovate pointed and serrate, 3-5 
( rarely more) on each of the three divisions. 
Twigs: Smooth and slender. 
Buds: None visible. 
Fruit: Purple-black and borne in 2-3 umbels. 
Flowers: White, 2 or 3 umbels on a slender stalk. 
NOTE: The large compound leaf is quite noticeable along with 
its purple-black fruit. 
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Dogwood spp. 
(Cornus spp. L.) 
General Description: A medium sized shrub 3 to 6 feet tall. Be-
comes leggy. More frequently found where moisture is more abun-
dant. Some plants will have gray-green twig, hence gray-twig 
dogwood. Others will have reddish twigs, hence red-twig dog-
wood. 
Leaf: Simple, smooth margin, veins tend to be parallel to the leaf 
margin. 
Twigs: Quite flexible, can be grayish to purplish-red depending 
upon species. 
Buds: Opposite, long, taper-pointed, petiole bases usually persist-
ent about the terminal bud. 
Fruit: Clusters of white or gray berry-like drupes. 
Flowers: Dull white in cymes. 
NOTE: A palatable deer browse. The colored twigs give good 
winter color. Fruit eaten by birds. There are red-twig, gray-twig 
and yellow-twig dogwoods. The red- and yellow-twig dogwoods 
are selections used in ornamental plantings. 
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Vine Honeysuckle 
(Lonicera dioica L. var. glaucescens Rydb.) 
General Description: A twining vine or a tangled shrub. Found 
most often in the Black Hills. 
Leaf: Elliptical, short petiole, green above, whitened beneath. The 
upper pairs joined together. 
Twig: Cream colored or tan. Vine like. 
Buds: Opposite, several scaled, light brown. 
Fruit: Berries are red. 
Flowers: Short stalk spikes. Whitish yellow with tinge of purple. 
NOTE: Found in shade such as wooded areas. A very loose grow-
ing plant, does not take on any shape. 
91 
Background grid represents l inch between solid lines. 
92 
Elder spp. 
(Sambucus spp. L.) 
General Description: A coarse, leggy shrub with stout infrequent-
ly branched stems. 
Leaf: Coarse, pinnate, leaf margins finely toothed. 
Twig: Coarse, sometimes. glaucous, buff to brown or reddish. 
Woody to semi-woody. Large spongy pith. 
Buds: Opposite, large rounded, blunt, usually greenish. Terminal 
winter buds generally absent. 
Fruit: In clusters of berry-like, juicy, drupes with 3-4 one-seeded 
nutlets in each drupe. 
NOTE: Good food for wildlife, especially birds. 
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Snowberry 
(Symphoricarpos albus ( L. ) Blake) 
General Description: A low to medium, much branched shrub. 
Will grow in clumps. 
Leaf: Simple, blunt with irregular lobes otherwise margin entire. 
Twigs: Slender, younger growth reddish brown. Older growth 
gray with shreddy bark. Stems hollow. 
Buds: Opposite, long, scaly, no terminal buds. 
Fruit: White berries, often persistent either singly or in clusters. 
Containing two light brown nutlets or stones. 
Flowers: In short clusters, terminal or bases of upper leaves. Pink-
ish throughout most of the summer. 
NOTE: Many species of small game use it for both food and 
cover. Palatability varies with the season. If range is in poor 
condition the plant will be browsed. 
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Nannyberry 
(Viburnum lentago L. ) 
General Description: A large shrub varying in height from 15 to 30 
feet. Found in moist areas. 
Leaf: Sharply serrate, tapers rapidly to a sharp point. 
Twigs: Glabrous, tan or brown, 4-ridged. 
Buds: Opposite, elongate tapered, purplish-gray, valvate, terminal 
flower bud. No scales. 
Fruit: Cluster of drupes, black with bluish bloom. The stone nearly 
circular and very flat. Bitter tasting. 
Flowers: Cymes,, white, late spring early summer. 
NOTE: The very flat seed is a good identifying characteristic. The 
wood is ill-scented. Limited value as a browse. Birds eat fruit. 
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Glossary 
Achene: A small dry one-seeded fruit. 
Alternate: Leaf borne on one side of stem with another appearing 
higher or lower on the other side of the stem. 
Angled at nodes:-Bent, not straight. 
Berry: A several seeded fruit. the outer and inner walls of which 
are fleshy with seeds embedded in the pulpy mass. 
Bud scale: A modified leaf forming part of the protective covering 
for a bud. 
Canescent: Having a heavy, grayish pubescence of short hairs. 
Capsule: A dry fruit consisting of two or more chambers and 
splitting along two or more lines to expel the seeds. 
Catkin: A spike of usually unisexual flowers; as in willows. 
Cleft: Divided into lobes. 
Compound: Divided into similar parts; as leaflets of a leaf. 
Dehiscent: Splitting open at maturity. 
Drupe: A fleshy fruit with a pit or stone. 
Exfoliate: Peel off in thin layers. 
Entire margin: Smooth, unbroken edges of a leaf. Without teeth. 
Glabrous: Smooth, without hairs. 
Glaucous: Having a bloom of whitish hairs. 
Inflorescence: Flower cluster. 
Leggy: The lower branches without foliage. 
Lobes: Deep clefts, as an oak or maple leaf. 
Nodes: A point on a stem where one or more leaves are attached. 
Nutlet: Nut-like. 
Opposite: Two leaves appearing at the same point on the stem, 
but on opposite sides. 
Ovate: Egg-shaped, broadest at the base. 
Palmate: Radiating out from a single point. 
Peltate: Shield shaped. 
Petiole: The stalk of the leaf that attaches to the stem. 
Pinnate: Having one main axis with lateral off-shoots. 
Pith: The spongy center of a stem. 
Pod: (legume) A dry fruit consisting of one chamber and splitting 
along two lines to expel the seed. 
Pome: A ffeshy fruit with a core like an apple. 
Prickles: Slender spines growing on the bark. 
Pubescent: With fine short, soft hairs. 
Raceme: Flowers or fruit borne from a single main axis. Like that 
of chokecherry. 
Scurfy: Scaly or flakey on the surface. 
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